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“Don’t Let The Green Grass Fool You”

Psalm 23
“The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters.
3 He restores my soul;
He leads me in the paths of righteousness
For His name’s sake.

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;
For You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil;
My cup runs over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
All the days of my life;
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord
Forever.”

Some self-reflection first.

Who is leading me? __________________________________
Where has God led me? _______________________________
Where does God make me lie down? _____________________

Growing up I often heard the phrase “Don’t let the green grass fool you.” It was normally said at times when I was either 
complaining or on the brink of complaining about my current situation. My grumbling would normally start in my head with 
thoughts about how things were not going my way. Eventually, I would become frustrated or upset about what I was going 
through. The Lord began teaching me that it was my thoughts that got me to look at other pastures than the one He had 
placed me in. I found out quickly that if I stared at those other pastures long enough, my thoughts and feelings would eventu-
ally lead me away from my resting place with the Lord and into other pastures where the Lord was not at. 

No matter what we are going through in life, the grass always seems greener until we actually get there. Then we realize that 
it’s just a bunch of fake astro turf that’s inedible and we start asking God “why aren’t you taking care of me? Why aren’t you 
providing for me? Where are you, why have you left me?” And all the while it is us who have left His provision, His protection, 
His comfort, and the resting place prepared before by Him by us simply being discontent and complaining in our hearts, 
actions, and words.
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No matter what we are going through in life, the grass always seems greener until we actually get there. Then we realize that 
it’s just a bunch of fake astro turf that’s inedible and we start asking God “why aren’t you taking care of me? Why aren’t you 
providing for me? Where are you, why have you left me?” And all the while it is us who have left His provision, His protection, 
His comfort, and the resting place prepared before by Him by us simply being discontent and complaining in our hearts, 
actions, and words.

Don’t let the green grass fool you. The world is currently yelling and screaming because they have been fooled by the money, 
entertainment, work, and other things that they thought would comfort and provide for them. They have put their hope in 
something that has failed them. But we have a much better promise in Jesus Christ. Romans 10:11 says “For the Scripture 
says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”

That means if you trust in the Lord you will never be ashamed of your decision to do so. 

It is so important for us as followers of Christ to realize that God has placed us in the pasture that we need to be in. So let us 
give thanks to Him. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 

When you fix your eyes upon Jesus, the wind and waves don’t matter and we can rejoice in all things and give glory to God 
our Father who is our provider in all situations. Thanksgiving and praise to the Lord allow us to enter into His rest that He has 
prepared for us.

He has given us everything; green pastures, still waters; He restores us, leads us in His paths, protects us from death, from 
plagues; He prepares a table for us to eat at in front of our enemies; and all the days of our life, Goodness and Mercy are 
following us and covering our tracks. So let’s rejoice and stay in the Lord’s pasture and resting place, let us not be persuaded 
by other pastures and be led away from the place He has prepared for us. 

So let’s finish with some more self-reflection.

What Other Pastures do I need to stop thinking about?
_________________________________________________________________

What are my eyes fixed on during this time of testing?
_________________________________________________________________

What do I need to give thanks for?
_________________________________________________________________

What has the Lord Promised me?
_________________________________________________________________

The Lord bless you and keep you all the days of your life, and may his face and favor shine upon you and your children to a thou-
sand generations.
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